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11 Harch 1058

BACKGROUND PINCRE ON CURRENT YUGOSLAV SCENE

Tito pressing to find some laswe which will bolater his inter-

antional prestige.

A,

B.

Satioual elections ihis month and a very impertant party
congress in Aprll are immediate reascns for garmering some
internaitoml glory.

Tito's skill in obtaiming bemefits ($464 million inm Eazst Rloc
eredits and sbout $1.3 billion in military and economic nid
from the BE) from both East and West while remaining umattsched
das stemmed primerily from hie ability to faterjeet himself

with fanfare into the center of the internsiional srena.
a.

Playing'#sjer international role has long beon msjor clement is

stemming iuteraal opponsition to regime.

A,

B.

én 23 Narch Yagowslavs will hold elections for over 509 segts in

both houses of Retional Assembly. Last eleactioas held in 1253,

i, Regime is conducting most vigoroms campaiga, for althougd
election results are not in doubt, Tite hopes feor largest
possible turn-out, Voting i= voluntary,

In reply to popular criticism over wage irregularities and

bigh prices--the chief campaign issues--regime is promising

farther wage increases and price costrols,

1. Tito has publicly stated that unless the basic neods ol
populace are sstimfled, "there might very easily be 25X1
political effects, and not on%;{g%gggfiaiuctian.?l
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C. Popular dissetisfaction is not as yet approschiang a degre:
that would thresten the regime’s stedility,
11, Tth Durty congress 1n April {(the first since 1952) will be tq

inporiant milestose, bhec iz e detecmine Yuqoelatie s vy fov
Int milew ause it gecsfar—in—feterminiagthe-
PD&!'}W'\ \y\ '\\\.L C,ewh'r:u»\lg\- l,ug.\\&

&, The party intends to m“mnﬂ its successes achiecved thi'ough

vorkers' seli-macsgement and self-goversment, Although muh
st cosgress will be distasteful to the Xremlin, Yugoslave
will attempt to push ideologiesl imdependence without
unascessarily ssbarrassing the “"Sccialist camp” which thej
have steadfastly refused to join,
B. Continunlag rumers of bad stete of Tito's health may have
proupted repgeis thst there will be shifts in Yugoslav lesdership
1., Nesi persistest ruser is that President Tito (65 yeoars old)
 will turs over actual running of goversment and pariy to
Kardelj and Rankovic, respectively—his two top vice
presidents,
Z. This will not mean a lesseaing of Tito's comirol, It
probably reflectsz Tite's derire to be relieved of aany
of hiz oncrous respoasibilities, while at the same time
preparing for an eventusl arderly trasafer of power,
I¥. Bisce last Isll, when Yugoaslav recognitioa of the Zasi Govrmen
| regine greatly stimnlated westera suspicions and when Tito
voluntarily excluded himself from the Noscow declarsilos of
communist states, Belgrsde has been confronted with iscreasing
ianternstional isolation,
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A, Tito sttempted in January to resurrect the concept of s
"third foroe” of mucommitied states in which he coulé pley
& leading role,
1. Isdian reticence has, however, appsrently frusirated thLese
efforts,
Ar his New Year's sddrass, Tito stated that any summit taiks
: é&xpuaﬁeﬁ to include Yugoslavia and other uncommitted sittaa.
1, Since then, obtaining a sest st the summit has beea a
major Yugoslav foreign policy objective.
2. To ihis end, Yugoslav preopagaada has genarally supporied
Soviet policy oo susmit talks, emphasizing the role

Yugoslavia could play.

C. FRecently Belgrade bas made demarches to US and §¥ stresnisg
Belgrade's inierest im attending sumait talks,

1. Belgrade does not faver 2 large meaiing, dut eme limitad
te several “"responaible” states of the Zast sad West asd
one or two unattached states,

2, On 9 warch, Foreign Secretary Popovic 1a a campaign spaach

| virtuslly demsaded & place at both n preparatory meetiay
of foreige ministers aod at the summit,

B. Belgrade knows that their chances of attending depends on
¥ostern sgreement, therefore it appears Lo be adoptiag »
Bore reasousble aititude towsrds the Western porition,

1, BFevertheless, Noscow is likely to continue to rece.ve
Yugoslay suppor: on most of the siﬁa&!ia;at iscues
concerning the summit meeting,
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Y. Soviei-Yugoalav relatlons have romsimed cool hut correct aines
Iast fall.
&, Belgrade has recently complained to Woscow over ihe blackeat
in the Soviet press ou Yugosliay developmeats.
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